Shaun McGee

From: Eimear Reilly

Sent: Friday 14 June 2024 11:40

To: Anthony Sheehy

Cc: Shaun McGee

Subject: RE: Kimmage Busconnects

Attachments: ABP-317660-23 - Submission - Linda Patton.pdf; ABP-317660-23 - Submission -
Liam Smyth.pdf; ABP-317660-23-Notification to applicant-National Transport
Authority.pdf

Good morning Anthony
Thank you for taking my call this morning. As explained, please see attached.
Kind regards

Eimear

From: Eimear Reilly

Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2024 1:04 PM

To: Anthony Sheehyhttps://abpleanala.sharepoint.com/sites/SL-ABP-317660-
23/AppellantThirdPartyDocs/ABP-317660-23 - Kimmage Subs/ABP-317660-23 - Submission - Linda
Patton.pdf?ocid=kog_i9elgli8&web=1 <Anthony.Sheehy@nationaltransport.ie>

Subject: Kimmage Busconnects

Good afternoon Anthony

| phoned your offices this morning but could not get through to you.

Could you please phone me on 01-8737184 at your earliest convienience in relation to the above case?
May thanks

Eimear



Qur Case Number: ABP-317660-23

An
Bord
Pleanala

National Transport Authority
Dun Scéine

Harcourt Lane

Dublin 2

D02 WT20

Date: 14 June 2024

Re: Bus Connects Kimmage to City Centre core bus corridor scheme
Kimmage, Dublin

Dear Sir / Madam,

I have been asked by An Bord Pleanala to refer further to the above-mentioned proposed development
which is before the Board for consideration.

It has come to the attention of the Board that a clerical error was made by the Board when circulating the
submissions made by Liam Smyth and by Linda Patton in relation to this case. The error is as follows:

» The acknowledgement letter issued by the Board to Linda Patton was mistakenly placed on the
submission made by Liam Smyth, and the acknowledgement letter issued by the Board to Liam
Smith was mistakenly placed on the submission made by Linda Patton.

This error has been rectified on the Board's website and on the Board's files. Please find enciosed a
copy of the corrected submissions for your records.

Further to this, it appears that the response document submitted by NTA on 28" March 2024 also
contains this error. The response provided for Liam Smyth (page 146) is the response to the submission
made by Linda Patton, and the response provided for Linda Patton {(page 146} is the response to the
submission made by Liam Smyth.

You are hereby requested to correct this error and to submit two hard copies and one soft copy of the
amended NTA response document by no later than 5:30 p.m. on 4™ July 2024, When submitting this
updated document, you are also requested to confirm in writing that the correction of this error is the only
change made to the response document.

If you have any queries in relation to the matter, please contact the undersigned officer of the Board at
faps@pleanala.ie

Teil Tel {01) 858 8100
Glao AitiGil LoCall 1800 275175
Facs Fax {01) 872 2684 84 Srdid Maocilbhride 64 Marlborough Street
Laithrean Gréasain  Website www.pleanala.ie Baile Atha Cliath 1 Dublin 1

Riomhphost Email bord@pleanala.ie D01 V02 Do1 va02



Please guote the above-mentioned An Bord Pleanala reference number in any correspondence or
telephone contact with the Board.

Yours faithfully,

o

Eimear Reilly
Executive Officer
Direct Line: 01-8737184

AAQS

Teil Tel
Glao Aitigil LoCall
Facs Fax
Laithredn Gréasain Website

Riomhphost Email

(01} 858 8100
1800 275 175
(01) 872 2684
www.pleanala.ie
bord@pleanala.ie

64 Sraid Macilbhride
Baile Atha Cliath 1
D31 V902

64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1
D01 V902



] Qur Case Number: ABP-317660-23

Bord
Pleanila

Liam Smyth
Kimmage Grove
Kimmage
Dublin 6W

DEW H299

Date: 06 September 2023

Re: Busconnects Kimmage to city centre core bus corridor scheme
Kimmage, Dublin

Dear Sir / Madam,

An Bord Pleanéla has received your recent submission in relation to the above-mentioned propased
road development and will take i into consideration in its determination of the matter. Please accept this
letter as a receipt for the fee of €50 that you have paid.

Please note that the proposed road development shall not be carried out unless the Board has approved
it or approved it with modifications.

The Board has also received an application for confirmation of a compulsory purchase order which
relates to this proposed road development. The Board has absolute discretion to hold an oral hearing in
respect of any application before it, in accordance with section 218 of the Planning and Development Act
2000, as amended, Accordingly, the Board will inform you in due course on this matter. The Board shall
also make a decision on both applications at the same time.

If you have any queries in relation to this matter please contact the undersigned officer of the Board at
laps@pleanala.ie

Please quote the above-mentioned An Bord Pleansla reference number in any correspondence or
telephone contact with the Board.

Yours faithfully,

o (N

Eimear Reilly ™

Executive Officer

Direct Line: 01-8737184

HAQZA

Tail Tel {01) 853 8100

Glao Alidit LoCall 1800 275 175

Faes Fax {Q1) 872 26384 64 Srdid Magitbitride B4 Marlborough Strest
Léithredn Gréasiin  Website www.pleanala.ie Baile Atha Cliath 1 Dublin 1

Riomhphast Email bord@pleanala ie DOt Vaoz DOt ve02
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L Smyth
Kimmage Grove,

Kimmage,
Dewh299

25™ August 2023

KIMMAGE TO CITY CENTRE CORE BUS CORRIDOR SCHEMELANDSCAPING AND URBAN REALM

] am in agreement with proposal subject to observations being addressed
Drawing Reference:
BCIDD-ROT-ENV_LA-0011_ML_00-DR-LL-0003 Sheet 3 of 14 (general note to entire route)

There are existing telephone / light / sign pales which are poorly located which prevent two way
traffic due to minimum distance between poles & boundary wall to footpath. It is an particutarly an
issue when meeting with prams or wheelchairs The concrete foot paths bave been shown as yellow
indicating no amendment to locations. These poles should be repasitioned while the improvement
works are underway. Suggest survey carried out to determine locations to full layout (sheet 1 - 14)
and correct amend within layouts. Se¢ below photo for example

L q‘

BCIDD-ROT-ENV_LA-0011_MI._00-DR-LL-0004 Sheet 4 of 14 (general note to entire route}

There are existing telephone / light / sign poles which are poorly located which prevent two way

wa lking traffic due to minimum distance between poles & boundary wall to the footpath. The
concrete foot paths have been shown as yellow indicating no amendment to locations. This poles
should be repositioned while the works are underway. These potes should be repositioned while the



improvement works are underway. Suggest survey carried out to determine locations to full layout
(sheet 1—14) and correct amend within layouts. See below photo for example.

BCIDD-ROT-ENV_LA-0011_ML_00-DR-LL-0005 Sheet 4 of 14 {general note to entire route)

There are existing telephone / light / sign poles which are poorly located which prevent two way
walking traffic due to minimum distance between poles & houndary wall to the footpath. Suggest
survey carried out to determine locations to full layout (sheet 1 - 14) and correct amend within
layouts.

BCIDD-ROT-ENV_LA-0011_ML_00-DR-LL-0001- 14 Sheet 1 of 14 (general note to entire route)

More ambitious provisions of new trees should be provided while works are underway to promote
sustainability. Existing trees outside boundary line of works have been included which suggest more
trees are being installed than it appears until legend is read. Works outside red line is not relevant
and they should be not be included on the application as it appears to overstates trees actually being
provided.

There has been already lost opportunities to provide more tress on Sundrive Rd & Parnell Road
footpaths / pedestrian crossing improvements where mass concrete has been provided where there
was an opportunity to increase tree provisions within the city.



Centra Sundsive Road
Convenience store

Tops Pizza & Chicken
Quick a1

£asy o .enng
?!‘e Qq

14
.

vt s

easy C:2 10g

South Dulsin Podiatry
=Chirgpody and

8 Dublin Mosq
Bridge 3 @ ca L
: Ml View
W View Méw,

Parnejj Ry
td Court

Cjogher Rd

A Birthistle &

Donore Avenue
(]

¢
ch@ fDenQ



v

!
g
2

Crand Canal Walkway
Dolphine Crect

0

%y,
Heat Merchants “h A
- Rialto Branch ¢

3
9 9 "

BCIDD-ROT-ENV_LA-0011_ML_00-DR-LL-0003 Sheet 3 of 4

There are less tree provisions being provided to Lower Kimmage Road / Sundrive Rd road junction
than was shown in the preferred route PDF issued previously. Suggest increasing.

https://busconnects.ie/wp content/uploads/2022/03/11-kiimmage-to-c« preferred-routle-19220-1a-
web. pdf
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BCIDD-ROT-ENV_LA-0011_ML_00-DR-LL-0003 03 Sheet 3 of 14

There is an opportunity to provide high quality amenity space to Sundrive Road / Lower Kimmage
junction and surround. Granite / stone paving should be used to promate foot traffic / community .
sustainability and more ambitious public landscaping / street furniture should be provided.

BCIDD-ROT-ENV_LA-0011_ML_00-DR-LL-0006 Sheet & of 14

As above, granite paving and more ambitious public landscaping / street furniture should be
provided.



Our Case Number: ABP-317660-23

Bord
Pleanadla

Linda Patton

6 Rathdown Court
Terenure

Dubiin 6W
DEWH210

Date: 06 September 2023

Re: Busconnects Kimmage to city centre core bus corridor schems
Kimmage, Dublin

Dear Sir / Madam,

An Bord Pleandla has received your recent submission in relation to the above-mentioned proposed
road development and will take it into consideration in its determination of the matter. Please accept this
letter as a receipt for the fee of €50 that you have paid.

Please note that the proposed road development shall not be carried out unless the Board has approved
it or approved it with modifications.

The Board has also received an application for confirmation of a compulsory purchase order which
relates to this proposed road development. The Board has absolute discretion to hold an oral hearing in
respect of any application before it, in accordance with section 218 of the Planning and Development Act
2000, as amended. Accordingly, the Board will inform you in due course on this matter. The Board shail

also make a decision on both applications at the same time.

If you have any queries in relation to this matter please contact the undersigned officer of the Board at
laps@pleanala ie

Please quote the above-mentioned An Bord Pleandla reference number in any correspondence or
telephone contact with the Board.

Yours faithfully,

Eimear Reilly

Exectitive Officer

Direct Line: 01-8737184

HAG2A

Teil Tel (01) 856 8100

Glao Aitiil LoCall 1800 275 175

Facs Fax {01) 872 2684 64 Sréid Maoilbhride 64 Maribarough Street

Liithredn Gréasdin  Website www.pleanalaie Baile Atha Cliath 1 Dublin 1
DOt a6z

Riomhphost Emait bord@pleanala.ie B01 vgoz



To: An Bord Pleanala
Re: Kimmage to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme

Reference: HA29N.317660

Deadline: 26' September 2023

From: Linda Pattona, 6 Rathdown Court, Terenure, Dublin 6W, D6W H210

Date: 29't August 2023

Summary of key points in submission

L ]

{am opposed to the project in its current format.

This proposed project, when considered in combination with the proposed
Templeogue/Rathfarnham Bus Corridor project, and to some exient the
Tallaght/Clondalkin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme, will negatively impact
on village communities, in particular around the Terenure and Kimmage area, and this
has not been adequately assessed. Furthermore, details of the Kimmage project were
not sent to An Bord Pleanila at the same time as the Templeogue/Rathfarnham
scheme, and were only available from the 27® of July leaving people a relatively short
time to consider the curulative impact. The deadlines for the two applications only
overlapped because the Templeogue/Rathfamham scheme had its deadline extended
from the 20% of June to the 15 of August. This meant that people who submitted
comments on the Termpleogue/Rathfammbam scheme earlier than the 27% of July had
no chance to comment on the in combination impact.

There will be a significant negative impact on local village communities and their
local businesses. To reduce this impact any restrictions such as bus gates and
restricted turns should be removed, or restricted to peak times only (07:00-10:00 and
16:00-19:00 Monday to Friday), and should not be in place 24 hours a day 7 days a
week. The bus gate on Templeogue Road is proposed to operate 06:00 —20:00, 7 days
a week.

The bus gates on Kimmage Road were previously proposed to operate 24/7 and are
now, as outlined in the NTS, proposed to operate at peak times, but peak times have
not been defined in the NTS. However in chapter 10 it is stated the times will be: On
R817 Kimmage Road Lower, just north of the Ravensdale Park Junction — operating
6am to 10am and 4pm to 8pm, 7 days a week in both directions; On R817 Kimmage
Road Lower, just south of Harold’s Cross Park — operating 24-hour / 7 days a week;
On R817 Kiramage Road Lower, at the northern end of Harold’s Cross Park —
operating in the northbound direction 6am to 10am; and On R137 at Harold’s Cross
Road and Kenilworth Park junction — operating 24-hour / 7 days a week. Tam of the
opinion that this will have a significant negative impact on local residents when
considered in combination with the Templeogus/Rathfarnham scheme. There seems
to be no evidence that these restrictions need to be at weekends.

My concemn is the cumulative impact on village communities with regard to amenity
and accessibility during operation and this does not appear to have been adequately



addressed. In Chapter 10 (10.4.4.1.2.2 Accessibility) with regard to the operation
stage for car users, it is stated that “Negative, Slight and Long-term effects on changes
in access to community receplors, as a result of the redistribution of traffic in the
surrounding network, are likely to be experienced in commurity areas situated away
Jrom the Proposed Scheme, namely Kimmage Manor, Te empleogue, Terenure,
Rathgar, Clogher Road, Donore Avenue, Whitefviar Street and Meath Street and
Merchants Quay.” However it is my view that the impact on accessibility for car users
in the Kimmage and Terenure areas will be significant when considered in
combination with the Templeogue/Rathfarnham scheme.

The NTS and maps differ in that the NTS states there will be a bus gate at the Junction
of Kenilworth Park and Harolds Cross Road, while the maps indicate it on one side of
the road only on Kenilworth Square North, this needs to be clarified.

As the proposal stands, residents and others making journeys which cannot be done
by public transport, will spend more time driving around circuitous routes which is
not environmentally friendly. It is likely to also result in more traffic, including HGVs
and conumercial traffic, travelling through residentia) areas.

The bus connects project was carried out before the pandemic and under the Transport
Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2016-2035. This strategy has since been
amended and now covers the years 2022-2042. Since the pandemic many people now
work from home. It seems likely that in future a sizeable proportion of these people
will continue to work from home and that virtual meetings will be held rather than
travelling. Therefore new traffic modelling needs to be carried out, In particular
integrated modelling needs to be carried out taking into account the in combination
effects of all the 12 bus corridor scheme routes. The bus connects programme should
therefore be paused until the future demand for public transport and the full impact on
traffic of all the proposed routes is clearer. Such modelling should include outside
tush hours and at weekends. The current modelling is based on incomplete data.
There is an issue surrounding the timing and deadline of the last round of public
consultation in the midst of a pandemic, and the use of online consultation only. It is
untikely that the last consultation fulfils the obligations of the Aarhus Convention.
This application is very large and requires a lot of effort to see the implications for
residents. It is unfortunate that each of the 12 corridors has been submitted as a
separate project as members of the public are unlikely to want to read through all the
paperwork and pay to make more than orie submission despite the fact that more than
one corridor is likely to impact on them.

The EIA should assess the impacts of all 12 routes and any proposed park and rides as
one project, so it cannot be construed as project splitting. The impacts assessed
cumulatively should include impacts on communities such as Terenure village and
also on nature conservation, particularly on the loss of trees and the impact on bat
species. The situation, where 4 different consultancy companies each worked on a
number of routes, was not ideal to allow in combination effects between the different
routes to be easily identified.

Chapter 21 of the EIAR bas not considered projects by Eirgrid such as the powering

up Dublin project. See https:/www.eirgridgroup.com/the-
grid: projecs/dublin/Powering-Up-Dublin-brochure pdf which has the potential for

cumulative impact at construction stage.



» The feasibility of extending the proposed Dublin Airport underground metro to the
southwest of the city should be considered.

Impacts on residents in Terenure

I am retired and live in Rathdown Court off Corrib Road in Terenure. I travel most often
within the south and west of the city. As a resident of Terenure I find the area has many
services within a short distance. There has been no aftempt made to research the routes used
by local residents in Terenure when going about their lives. Therefore I list the joumneys 1
make, and the roads impacted that will affect me, as examples of the impact on a resident of
Terenure.

Journe

Public parks and other places to walk- 8t. Enda’s, Bushy Park, Tymon Park, Palmerston Park,
The Dodder Linear Parks, Phoenix Park, Powerscourt and Dun Laoghaire Pier.

Filling stations - Kimmage Road Lower or Fortfield Road.
Post Office - Kimmage Road Lower.

An Post sorting office on Fortfield Road (to collect parcels).
Hennessy Glass on Lower Kimmage Road.

Mount Argus Church and Parish Centre

Builders suppliers - Woodworkers on Mount Tallant Avenue, KCR building supplies in
Kimmage, and Siopa Linn adjacent to the entrance to Mount Jerome Cemetery.

Supermarkets - Dunnes Stores Kilnamanagh (weekly), Dunnes Stores in Ashleafand
Rathmincs, Tesco in Terenure, Tesco on Lower Kimmage Road, Supervalue in Rathgar, Lidl
and Aldi in Terenure.

Shopping centres - Nutgrove (particularly for specsavers, dealz and book station),
Rathfarnham Shopping Centre {particularly for Cleggs), Dundrum Shopping Centre (o attend
GP), Stillorgan shopping Centre (for connect hearing) and The Swan Centre (including for
the cinema, the jewellers to get watch batteries replaced, and the Hopsack).

Laser computers in Windy Arbou.
Kenilworth Electrical on Harolds Cross Road (for spare parts for appliances).
Hardware and tools - B&Q Tallaght, Woodies Tallaght.

From Greenhills Road — T C Matthews Carpets, Chadwicks, Power City, NCT Test Centre
and Ballymount Civic Amenity Cenire

Garden centres - Newlands Cross Garden Centre, Johnstown Garden Centre off the Naas
Road, Grange Growers Kilternan and Powerscourt Garden Pavillion.

Car servicing - Mooneys on Long Mile Road



Car body repair - Auto Restorers and repairs on Rathgar Avenue
Car parts - Rathgar Motor Factors on Rathgar Avenue,

Day classes - Evergreen Centre on Terenure Road North

Gym ~ Ben Duitne Gym Kimmage

Mount Jerome Cemetery

Medical services - GP in Dundrum, Physiotherapist and chiropodist in Greenlea road,
Physiotherapists in Sandyford, in St. Michaels Dun Laoghaire, and in Weilington Road
Dublin 4, Dentist in Rathmines, Opticians in Nutgrove, Hearing test in Stillorgan,
Consultants in St. Vincents, St. James, Mater, Blackrock Clinic, St Michaels Dun Laoghaire,
Royal Victoria Eye and Ear Hospital, Institute of Dermatologists in Herbert Place, The
Beacon, and The Hermitage.

Roads impacted

The roads that I use that will be impacted by this proposed scheme in combination with the
Tallaght/Clondalkin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme and the proposed
Templeogue/Rathfamham scheme are listed below.,

I'use Kimmage Road Lower to access Kimmage Road West o get to Tallaght and the Naas
Road and Tymon Park. I use this road at least once a week. It is proposed in the Kimmage
Scheme that Kimmage Road Lower will have bus gates on it, and while residents living off
Kimmage Road Lower will be able to access the road they will be unable to travel the whole
length of it due to the bus gates. The alternative route is to go via Terenure Cross Roads to
access Terenure Road West, Terenure cross roads is very busy and on the return Jjourney from
Terenure Road West to Terenure cross roads T find that even in light traffic the tights have to
£0 green twice at the junction with Templeogue Road before I can get to the Terenure cross
roads junction because of the way the traffic lights work.

I also use Kimmage Road Lower to access, Siopa Linn hardware and Mount Jerome
Cemetery. The proposed bus gates as part of the Kimmage scheme will mean I will be unable
to access these places via Kimmage Road Lower. Therefore I will need to access them via a
small road off Harolds Cross Road beside the park Given the volume of traffic to Mount
Jerome Cemetery this will be problematical. This will also become the only access to a large
amount of housing on Mount Argus Road. I also use Lower Kimrnage Road to get to Mount
Argus Parish centre, the sorting office on Fortfield Road and to Greenlea Clinic on Greenlea
Road for physiotherapy and chiropody. If I can’t get to Greenlea via Kimmage Road then the
alternative is to go via Terenure Road North and turn at Terenure cross into Terenure Road
West and turning left into Greenlea Road. It will no longer be possible to access Greenlea
road by turning right off Fortfield Road.

Sundrive Road will become busier due to proposed bus gates on Kimmage Road Lower and
this may become an alternative route to access Kimmage Road West via smaller residential
roads. However this would not be a suitable route for HGVs and commercial vehicles
delivering to the local businesses. I use Sundrive Road en route to Phoenix Park where Iam a
member of 2 Nordic Walking Club that meets there three times a week. I also use Sundrive



Road if Thave to visit St. James’s hospital. More traffic will be routed along Sundrive Road,
which will make traffic heavier and journeys slower, resulting in more emissions.

A section of road between Kenitworth Square and the five-way junction at Kenilworth will
have a bus gate operating west between hours not specified in this application. Traffic will
have to divert via Kenilworth Square West and Rathgar Avenue. Rathgar Avenue will
become busier and is the main way for me to access Orwell Road because there is no right
turn from Rathgar onto Orwell Road. Rathgar Avenue is already a very busy narrow road and
the traffic lights are slow at the Rathgar junction resulting in tailbacks. This may make it
harder to access the businesses on this road.

I use Rathfarnham Road to access Bushy Park, St. Edna’s Park, Nutgrove Shopping Centre
and Enniskerry, The Templeogue/Rathfarnham bus corridor proposes routing more traffic
onto Rathfarnham Road via Springfield Road in order to access Terenure Cross Roads. The
area around the Rathfarnham Shopping centre and Rathfarnham Road are already very busy.
Traffic will be unable to travel towards Rathgar from the Terenure cross roads and will have
to travel down Harolds Cross which is already very busy.

I also use Templeogue Road to access the M50 and Bushy Park. Under the
Rathfarnham/Templeogue scheme there is now going to be a bus gate for north bound traffic
and restrictions on accessing Rathdown Park and Rathdown Avenue. It is unclear how local
residents wishing to access parking for Bushy Park for exercise will be impacted.

T use Terenure Road East and Rathgar Road to access Rathgar and Rathmines. I use
Rathmines Road Lower to go to and from the city centre. The proposals under the
Templeogue/Rathfarnham scheme for Rathgar Road and Rathmines Road Lower will impact
on my access io Rathgar and Rathmines and the city centre.

I also use Terenure Road East to access Highfield Road very regularly from where I go to the
Dodder walks at Clonskeagh, to my GP in the Dundrum Centre, to Dun Laoghaire, to
Blackrock Clinic, 1o Sandyford for Physiotherapy and to the Beacon Ilospital. Higbficld road
is already very busy, so much so that [ only use it in one direction, away from Rathgar as it is
very difficult the other direction due to the volume of traffic. Puiting more traffic onto
Highfield Road as envisaged with the Templeogue/Rathfarnham scheme will exacerbate the
current problem.

I use Castlewood Avemie regularly to access Ranelagh en route to my physiotherapist on
Wellington Road. The current proposals for the Rathfamhany/Templeogue scheme direct
inbound traffic down Castlewood Avenue as Rathmines will become one way for cars
coming out of the city. Castlewood Avenue is already very heavily used by cars and is likely
to entail more tailbacks and make access to the car park in the Swan centre more difficult.
There will also be a no right turn when I reach Ranelagh so 1 will have to turn left heading
towards the city and work my way back towards Wellington Road.

On Terenure Road East, between St Joseph’s church and the Rathgar Avenue junction there
is no room for a cycle lane, so it is proposed under the Templeogue/Rathfarnham scheme that
cyclists will go along Terenure Road North and Harolds Cross Road. Ii is unclear how this
will impact on that piece of road. I understand that there will be no buses on Harolds Cross
Road and that the bus stops shown on maps are for existing bus routes. This is very confusing
as this road currently has a bus service,



In addition, if there are cycle lanes on Terenure Road North and Harelds Cross Road it is
unclear how on street parking and areas for delivery to local businesses will be impacted.
This needs to be clarified. As stated above it is unclear if any assessment on the local
businesses has been carried out. Should such businesses become unviable and close down
then local residents will have to travel further, which goes against the sustainability of
keeping journeys local.

The Tallaght/ Clondalkin scheme proposes major changes to Greenhills Road, which is a
road 1 frequently travel along to access Dunnes Stores in Kilnamanagh, and shops in the
Tallaght area and to access the Ballymount Civic Amenity site. I also use Greenhills Road to
access Power City, Chadwicks, T C Matthews, the NCT test centre and the Ballymount
recycling facility, and to get to shops along Belgard road such as B&Q. There are also
proposed changes to the Walkinstown roundabout and Walkinstown Avenue. I use the
Walkinstown roundabout and Walkinstown Avenue to access Mooneys Hyundai to get my
car serviced. Sadly the Hyundai dealer in Rathgar closed so I have to travel further.

Issues

While I support the idea of a better public transport system, I am opposed to these proposals
in their current format. While 2 reliable public transport system is essential there is also the
matter of communities living in villages that the routes go through. There appears to have
been little consideration of the very significant impacts on local businesses and residents.

The application is very large and requires a lot of effort to see the implications for residents,
It was very useful therefore that Senator Mary Seery Kearney and Councillors Anne Feeney
and James Geoghegan produced some explanatory leaflets at a public meeting, detailing the
impacts of the Templeogue/Rathfambam scheme on Kimmage, Ranelagh, Rathgar,
Rathmines, Templeogue and Terenure. This public meeting also outlined proposals for
Kimmage which bad not then gone to An Bord Pleanila.

It is unfortunate that cach of the 12 corridors have been submitted as a separate project as
members of the public are unlikely to want read multiple complex applications or to payto
make more than one submission despite the fact that more than one corridor is likely to
impact on them.

This proposed project, when considered in combination with the proposed
Templeogue/Rathfarnham Bus Corridor project, and to some extent the Tallaght/Clondalkin
to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme, will negatively impact on village communities, in
particular around the Tcrenure and Kimmage area, and this has not been adequately assessed.
Furthermore, details of the Kimmage project were not sent to An Bord Pleandla at the same
time as the Templeogue/Rathfarnbam scheme, and were only available from the 27% of July
leaving people a relatively short time to consider the cumulative impact. The deadlines for
the two applications only overlapped because the Templeogue/Rathfarnham scheme had its
deadline extended from the 20" of June to the 15% of August. This meant that people who
submitted comments on the Templeogue/Rathfarnham scheme earlier than the 27* of July
had no chance to comment on the in combination impact.



The whole idea of bus connects seems to be aimed at dealing with rush hour traffic. Rush
hour traffic consists of people coming and going to work and schools. The proposed bus
routes however take no account of the many residents whose lives will continue outside of
rush hour, and who will be adversely impacted by proposals such as bus gates, one way
streets, loss of access 10 strects, loss of certain bus routes, loss of cross city (north to south)
buses, extra traffic on certain roads, and restrictions on car parking on roads, when going
about their normal business outside of rush heur and at weekends.

It is uarealistic to think that a person will be able to camry their weekly grocery shop, or heavy
cans of paint and other hardware objects, on a bicycle or bus, or indeed to be able to make all
their medical and other journeys by public transport. Therefore residents will still need to
make car journeys. Should local businesses become less viable as a result of these proposals
what measures have been put in place to support them? If certain businesses close then
residents will have to travel further which goes against the notion of shop local and
sustainability, Surely the emphasis should be on maintaining village communities close to the
city with their services?

In order to maintain communities and their businesses, bus gates and restrictions on furns into
residential streets should be removed or operate at peak times only (7.00-10.00 and 16.00-
19.00 Monday to Friday) to allow residents free movement outside of rush hour. At present
certain bus lanes in the city centre do not operate 24 hours a day 7 days a week and it is
unclear why this approach cannot be adopted everywhere.

The bus gatc on Templeogue Road is proposed to operate 06:00 — 20:00, 7 days a week. The
bus gates on Kimmage Road were previously proposed to operate 24/7 and are now, as
outlined in the NTS, proposed to operate at peak times but this has not been defined in the
NTS. However in chapter 10 it is stated the tirnes will be: On R817 Kimmage Road Lower,
just north of the Ravensdale Park Junction — operating Sam to 10am and 4pm to 8pm, 7 days
a week in both directions; On R817 Kimmage Road Lower, just south of Harold’s Cross Park
— operating 24-hour / 7 days a week; On R817 Kimmage Road Lower, at the northern end of
Harold’s Cross Park — operating in the northbound dircction 6am to 10am; and On R137 at
Harold’s Cross Road and Kenilworth Park junction — operating 24-hour / 7 days a week.
There seemns to be no reason why this should operate on weekends. This will have a
significant negative impact on local residents in cars when considered in combination with
the Templeogue/Rathfarnham scheme. Restrictions on local roads and bus gates should be
removed or be at peak times only Monday to Friday to minimise impacts on local residents
and businesses. There scems 10 be no evidence for bus gates at weekends.

The NTS and maps differ in that the NTS states there will be a bus gate at the junction of
Kenilworth Park and Harolds Cross Road, while the maps indicate it on one side of the road
only on Kenilworth Square North, this needs to be clarified.

My concern is the cumulative impact on village communities with regard to amenity and
accessibility during operation and this does not appear {o have been adequately addressed. In
Chapter 10 (10.4.4.1.2.2 Accessibility) with regard to the operation stage for car users, it is
stated that “Negative, Slight and Long-term effects on changes in access to community
receptors, as a result of the redistribution of traffic in the surrounding network, are likely to
be experienced in community areas situated away from the Proposed Scheme, namely
Kimmage Manor, Templeogue, Terenure, Rathgar, Clogher Road, Donore Avenue,



Whitefriar Street and Meath Street and Merchants Quay.” However it is my view that the
impact on accessibility for car users in the Kimmage and Terenure areas will be significant
when considered in combination with the Tecmpleogue/Rathfarnham scheme.

There will also be additional traffic impacts from other proposed routes.

While some traffic analysis has been carried out there seems to have been no attempt to
establish the normal movements of residents outside of rush hour or at weekends.

While T don’t support the bus connects proposal in its current format, as a person who used to
cycle regularly, and currently walks regularly, I do however support the idea of having cycle
lanes segregated from traffic and from pedestrians along the main routes. I don’t however
support the idea of re-directing cyclists away from main routes onto residential streets
because quantities of speeding cyclists pose a safety hazard to residents. While walking I
frequently find cyclists, including electric bicycles, and electric scooters, travelling on
footpaths which poses a danger to pedestrians. Pedestrians should have the right to walk on
footpaths without fear of danger from bicycles or electric scooters.

The bus connects project was carried out before the pandemic and under the Transport
Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2016-2035. This strategy has since been amended apd
now covers the years 2022-2042. Since the pandemic many people now work from home, It
seems likely that in future a sizeable proportion of these people will continue to work from
home and that virtual meetings will be held rather than travelling. Therefore new teaffic
modelling needs to be carried out. In particular integrated modelling needs to be carried out
taking into account the in combination effects of all the 12 bus corridor scheme routes. The
bus connects programme should therefore be paused until the future demand for public
transport and the full impact on traffic of alf the proposed rowtes is clearer. Such modelling
should include outside rush hours and at weekends.

There is also an issue surrounding the timing and deadline of the current round of public
coasultation in the midst of a pandemic when residents are unable to attend public meetings.
It was carried out by online methods only for the general public with call backs to take place,
with differing dates on different routes. For example on route 12 call backs were from the
18 of November until the 1* of December, which was two weeks before the deadline for
comments, aithough call backs were bappening after the 19 of December, It is unlikely that
the use of only online methods, and no means of asking questions after the 1% of December,
fulfilled the obligations of the Aarhus Convention. It would have precluded those who were
not computer literate or were unable to access a computer, or who heard about it after the 1%
of December and could not ask a question.

The original proposal of an underground under Kimmage Road Lower was scrapped a long
time ago, it is unclear why this has not been reconsidered. The feasibility of extending the
underground metro from Dublin Airport to the west of the city should be carried out.

Restrictions and one way streets will inevitably result in more traffic on other routes and
impact on residents that may not have previcusly been impacted. For example there will be
more traffic on Harolds Cross Road, Sundrive Road, Terenure Road West, Larkfield Avenue,
Clareville Road, Rathgar Avenue, and Highfield Road.



The traffic modelling does not appear to have been modelled taking account of the in
combination/cumulative impact of all 12 routes together, or at all times of the day including
weekends. The situation, where 4 different companies each worked on 2 number of routes,
was not ideal to enable the in combination effects between the different routes to be easily
identified.

Commuters also come from outside Dublin and mention was previously made of new Park
and Ride sites in key locations at the beginning of each preferred route brochure. However no
details were provided. The impact of the complete project should be assessed in the EIA by
including all 12 routes and the Park and Rides as one project. Should some Park and Rides be
intended to be put in place at a later date, and are not thercfore assessed as part of the project,
then this could be construed as project splitting.

Travel to school appears to contribute to a lot of traffic at rush hour as fraffic moves
significantly more frecly during school holidays. Apart from cycle lanes there seem to be no
proposals to address this issue, such as the provision of more school buses.

All the bus routes proposed appear to be aimed at going to the city centre along main routes.
None cross the city from north to south, such as the present no. 16 which goes to Dublin
aitport without the need for changing to another bus.

In addition routes that don’t go to the city centre are not mentioned, It is unclear if the bus
connects proposal is to replace all existing city bus routes or only some? For example at
present one can get to UCD from Terenure using the 17 bus route, and from Kenilworth to
the RDS and Sandymount and Paltmersstown using the 18 bus. Clarification is needed as to
whether thesc reutes will be maintained or not, It is hard to see how it could be faster to have
to go into the city centre and out again if these routes are scrapped.

As buses tend to fill up before they reach the city centre it is unclear how easy it will be for
residents of places like Rathgar, Terenure, Kimmage and Harolds Cross to get on a bus at
peak tirnes. This issue needs to be assessed and addressed.

Some people with mobility issues, and some elderly people, will have problems walking
further for a bus where routes are changed. In addition some people may have problems
standing for long periods and not all bus stops have seats. More seats need to be provided at
bus stops. In addition, if buses are full seats may not be available downstairs and going
upstairs would be difficult for some people. The bus corridor schemes should take account of
the age friendly strategy for Dublin.

In order to encourage the use of public transport, the public must feel safe. Antisocial
behaviour has recently been reported to take place in some buses, particularly in the upstairs
section.

Elderly people and people with mobility issues can be vulnerable and feel safer in a car or
taxi than on public transport, particularly during hours of darkncss. Taxis run all day and
night while public transport does not. It seems that booking a taxi no longer guarantees a taxi
will arrive and they are therefore no longer as reliable. It should be noted that there are now
less taxi ranks in the city centre since the Luas was installed. Adequate taxi ranks and a
guaranteed booking service for taxis should be examined as part of any transport syster.



With regard to the proposed approach for assessing the project, it is important that the
assessment is for the complete project, i.e. all 12 routes and associated park and ride
facilities. This assessment should include an assessment on local communities and their
associated businesses.

Chapter 21 of the EIAR has not considered projects by Eirgrid such as the powering up
Dublin project. See httos:/rwww.cirgrideroup.com/the-grid/projects/dublin Powering-p-
Dublin-brochure.pdf which has the potentia! for cumulative impact at construction stage with
the Kimmage and Templeogue/Rathfarnham Bus Connects schemes, particularly Eirgrid’s
route options J and L.

The cumulative assessment should also consider the impact on nature conservation. In
particular the impact on bats which are protected under the Wildlife Acts and Habitats
Directive. Many cycle tracks are being routed along rivers and canals with lighting, and trees
are being removed. This all results in a loss of habitat and feeding areas for bats. The
cumulative impact of bus connects along with greenways needs to be assessed to identify the
impact on Dublin’s bat population.

In view of the above cumulative/in combination impacts on local communities I would ask
that An Bord Pleansla hold an oral hearing.



